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Dear Friend,

Thank you for contacting my office during the 111th session of Congress, which officially
wrapped up at the end of the year. I enjoy hearing from so many of my neighbors on the Central
Coast, and it is encouraging to receive such a high level of participation and feedback. In the
past year, my office received close to 77,000 pieces of mail, email, faxes and calls—from folks
on the Central Coast.

Given the volume of communications, we do our best to respond to your specific concerns, but
that’s not always possible. So as we close the year, I wanted to take this opportunity to look
back at some of the major accomplishments of the last year.

This year has undoubtedly delivered its shares of highs and lows. Our national economy
continues to struggle through the worst downturn since the Great Depression and our brave
men and women in uniform continue to be engaged in a war against an enemy determined to
see our nation fail. But as we bring 2010 to a close, the year’s work has also yielded positive
results—our nation has begun to experience signs of an economic recovery and the outgoing
Congress has secured increased funding to serve veterans returning from war.

The economy and jobs continued to be the top issues on Americans’ minds, and for that reason
supporting job creation was one of my top priorities. In March I joined President Obama at the
signing ceremony of the Hiring Incentives to Restore Employment Act, or HIRE Act, after
supporting the legislation as a cosponsor. As our economy begins to show signs of a recovery,
this legislation was necessary to target certain sectors and programs to keep and sustain a
recovery momentum.

The $17.6 billion bipartisan bill included incentives for business to hire unemployed workers, an
extension of the Highway Trust Fund to strengthen investment in infrastructure and tax cuts for
small business in an effort to spur growth.

Complementing follow-up bills such as the HIRE Act, the Recovery Act continued funneling
much needed funds into our communities. In the last 12 months, stimulus funds were awarded
to assist our region’s wine growers through the U.S. Department of Agriculture, as well as funds
to support our natural resources at the Pinnacles National Monument and projects geared at
protecting critical coastal infrastructure. These funds not only targeted job creation, but they
served to support vital resources key to our tourism industry. In total the Central Coast has
received close to $300,000,000 in stimulus funds and awarded over 500 grants and contracts. If
you are interested in reading more detailed information about how the Federal Stimulus
Package is working in our region, state and across the country, please visit www.recovery.gov .
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In another effort to support the dynamic tourism industry on the Central Coast, this last year I
introduced legislation to establish a grant program to promote domestic regional tourism—the
Travel Regional Investment Partnership Act. As the co-chair of the Congressional Travel and
Tourism Caucus, next congress, the TRIP Act will be reintroduced by my office. And although
this bill did not pass this Congress, another tourism bill my office worked hard to support—The
Travel Promotion Act—passed both chambers and was signed by the President in February.
According to independent economists, the legislation, which will promote the U.S. as a premier
travel destination and better explain travel policies, is expected to attract 1.6 million additional
visitors and generate more than $4 billion in consumer spending.

Our economy and taxes set off a heated debate in our Nation’s Capitol and in homes, talk radio
and coffee houses across the country, and concluded with a mix bag of good and bad results.
While the debate over Bush-era tax policy ended with an extension of the tax policy, Americans
struggling with high unemployment rates received welcomed news. As part of the tax package
deal negotiated by the President, unemployment benefits will be extended for the unemployed
struggling to make ends meet. This was welcomed news for millions of unemployed workers,
but unfortunately the benefit came with an extension of tax cuts for the country’s wealthiest.

Abroad our country continues to be engaged in a war in Afghanistan that is taking a heavy toll
on our brave men and women. For that reason, as our service men and women continued to
sacrifice and risk their lives fighting in a remote corner of the world, we have never forgotten to
fight for them here at home.

I have always believed that our nation must honor the commitment and promises made to our
veterans. For that reason, in my capacity as Vice-Chair for the Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Military Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies, I have worked
to bring us closer to fulfilling that promise and accomplishing the largest increase in veteran’s
funding in the Department of Veteran Affairs’ 78-year history in 2007.

Since then, Congress has provided a 60% increase for VA medical care funding by adding $23
billion to the VA budget baseline over the last three years. Going one step further, the outgoing
Democratic-led Congress secured advance appropriations’ for veterans health care funding.

On the Central Coast, we are continuing our efforts to secure the construction of a joint
outpatient clinic that will replace the clinic on the former Fort Ord and further supplement the
services provided by the Capitola VA facility. One of our most basic commitments to our
veterans is access to quality health care, and once it is constructed, this new state-of-the art
facility will not only expand services to veterans but will provide the quality care they deserve.

In addition, the out-going Democratic-led Congress worked to provide adequate funding and
pass legislation, such as the Veterans’ Benefit Act, to address pressing concerns affecting our
veterans. As every returning soldier reminds us, this is not just our responsibility but it is our
obligation. As such, last month I sent a letter to the White House Office of Management and
Budget, requesting they fund key provisions of the Veterans’ Benefits Act of 2010, such as
burial benefits and plot allowances increases.
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But as the price of war continues to rise, and the toll on our brave men and women in uniform
continues to mount—we have a responsibility to look past the sword to achieve long-term peace
and security. As a former Peace Corps volunteer, I know first hand the power of good will. For
that reason, I have led efforts to increase funding for the Peace Corps. And as our country
prepares to open a year-long celebration of the agency’s 50th anniversary, I have also
introduced legislation which would establish a commemorative work for the Peace Corps in DC.
This legislation passed the House in September of 2010, and is currently pending in the Senate.

In the last year our efforts extended to address human rights violations in Honduras and
Southern Mexico. As the US continues to be a major source of aid to these countries, it is our
obligation to question the injustices that are being committed. In addition, in the last year I
cosponsored close to two dozen pieces of legislation to promote democracies around the world,
support efforts to curtail violence against women and support education and health initiatives in
developing countries.

In 2010, we also saw successes in other areas important to our communities. After a relentless
campaign by my office, the Department of Justice invited Salinas officials to participate in the
National Forum on Youth Violence Prevention. The on going participation of Salinas in the
White House’s gang prevention and intervention program will give the City insights into best
practices and comprehensive strategies to address both gang crime and the root causes of
gang crime.

This year we also scored a big win for our oceans. Oceans-21, a major ocean management
reform bill I introduced last year, mirrored the President’s historic National Policy for the
Stewardship of the Ocean, Coasts, and Great Lakes executive order. After years of working to
establish a national policy for our oceans, we have achieved a direction that recognizes the
need to protect and improve coordination for ocean governance.

After the President signed the executive order, we also received a visit from the Chairwoman of
the White House Council on Environmental Quality, Nancy Sutley, who spoke about the new
policy at the Seymour Marine Discovery Center. This was a great opportunity for Central Coast
residents to ask about and discuss the sweeping new ocean policy.

On the agriculture front, we hosted U.S. Department of Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack in
August at a series of events on the Central Coast. Our region grows the food that reaches
tables across the country, and this visit served as an opportunity to showcase our best
practices—as well as an opportunity to discuss future collaborations.

A month later, the Central Coast also received a visit from U.S. Food and Drug Administration
Commissioner Margaret Hamburg. She got to see first hand the great work being done by our
local producers to keep the nations’ food supply safe. Together, we participated in a tour of
Santa Paz Farms to view their harvest techniques, technologies and practices—I can tell you
she was impressed!

On the home stretch of the legislative year, our efforts to increase healthy lunch options in our
schools received a major victory. The Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act was signed by the
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president at the end of the year, and it will increase access to fruits and vegetables for school
programs and provide healthier lunch alternatives in school cafeterias. But providing healthier
alternatives is just the beginning of creating better wellness in our country.

Looking ahead to the 112th Congress, we will continue to work to address the issues of concern
to the Central Coast. As we begin a new year, I also want to encourage you to continue to send
your letters, emails and phone calls. Your opinions are very valuable, and I promise to do my
best to respond.

Thank you for your time. 

  

  

SAM FARR
Member of Congress
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